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A BRIEF ACCOUNT 


-OF- THY 


CHARITY-SCHOO TL, 


At HorsLy-pown, Southwark. 


T was a part of the cruel policy of pagan deſ- 
pots, in times of the moſt remote antiquity, ei- 
ther to murder the children of their ſlaves, or to 
take them out of the hands of their parents, and 
to educate them ſo as to fit them for a tame ſub- 
miſſion to unexamined authority. The apoſtate 
church of Rome incorporated the latter part of this 
policy with a profeſſion of chriſtianity, and thence 
our anceſtors in this country derived it. 'The re- 
formation, which brought to light the doctrines of 
primitive chriſtianity, lifted along with them the 
natural rights of mankind into publick view: but the 
right of openly teaching their own children how to 
worſhip God, ſeized from the papiſts with a laud- 
able avidity by one party of the reformed, was re- 


fuſed to another party after the firſt had got theme - 


{:1ves eſtabliſhed by the ſecular powers, 
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Manv a long vear did the old nonconformiſts lie 
under ty 4 quiiyvus oppretiion: but not without 
ſcveral hum remonſtran es againſt the tyranny, 
a: wore violent ſtruggles for their freedom. 
LVO 11415 uay the cite; of te law “ pr ohivits 
we 1 Pom of fu ni imbriſ mens, od p ren from 
Kart git v wnrife wy be OT. by ihe crauinaiy, 
g. A hu wn ade rtn of conf rm is i thelturny 

if Puri Os und "VIC =" ſre 7.16% aps: ſerd ice 
: 6 ell ov the 35-8 of 1:48 ©: 24 1A.” Dillenters, 
however, d» teach ſchoo, beraulc our governors 
have Utclarca for the /Þ 772 of the act of ſoleration 
Pg.nll the Hie. oi the act of uniformity, 


e fictt pi rojectors of this ſchool in the latter 
end-of the reiga of Qi1-en Ann were the Reverend 
Meſſicurs Maudit, Stinton, Parkes, Killinghall, 
Wallin and Sladen, whoſe praiſes are in all our 
churches. Theſe gentlemen, all proteſt2nt difſent- 
ers, were of differcat ſentiments in regard to bap- 
tiſm, three of them held infant baptiſm, and the 
other three the oppoſite. This ui ion produced 
the generous liberal plan of the preſen“ ſchool, in 
which no narrow bigotted notions operate: but in- 
ſtruction is open to all. If other parties cannot find 
how two can walk tecc! her except th y ve agreed in 
every article of faith and worſhip, we bleſs God, 
protcgcant diſſenters can. | 


Having 
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Having digeſtcd their plan, they leid it before 
their friends, and the promiſe of a ſubſcription e 
more than a hundred a year was ſoon obtained. 
The fubſcribers then met, and choſe fix gentlemen 
managers, Mefſizurs Atkins, all, Leader, Sweet, 
Dell, and Valley, moſt of thoſe def. endants are with 
us to this day, Mr. Ha!l was appointcd treaſurer, 
and a Mr. Robert Morgan maſter of the ſchool. 
A houſe in Unicorn yard was provided tor a ſchool 
for the boys, and tor a dwelling for the maſter, a 
catechiſm was p inted tor the inſtruction of the 
children, and forty boys were admitted. The next 
year the number was increaſed to fifty, and fo it 
yet continues. 


The boys admitted to this ſchool were children 
of ſuch poor perſons as were not in a capacity to 
give them education themſelves. They were to be 


annually clothed, taught reading, writing, and 


arithmetick. inſtructed in the principles of rhe 


chriſtian religion, and at a proper time the manag- 
ers were to give money to put them out apprentices, 
This plan has been invariably purſucd to this time, 
I he ſupport of this ſchool was to be derived from 
four ſources. The firſt was by collection at a lecture 
to be preached every Lord's-day evening, by the 
ſix forementioned miniſters, cach in his turn. This 


lecture 
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iccture is yet continued gratis, by the twelve fol- 
c Ving miniſters on tlie old catholick plan, 
The Rev. Drs. Hunter 

Watſon 

Stennet. 
| NIeſſrs. Pitts 
Reynolds 
Richardſo: 
Macgowan 
Rogers 
Clark 
Booth 
Rippon 
Towle. 


de ſccond was annual ſu>ſcription, which, 
thiraugh the bleſſing of divine providence, has ge · 
era afforded an caſy generous ſupply to the cha- 
but as ſubſcriptions are always falling off by 
a deaths of ſubſcribers, and by a thouſand acci- 
«cats beſide, there is always room for new names, 
2:4 fometimes there are heavy difcouragements 
er want of them, 
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Dy inte during liſe, and A gecie at death were 
pp, 4 third probabic ſource of ſupply. I heſe 
be. Iten given, and in a manner, that has done 
97. 2G 10 the ſcheol, and great honour to the 


The 
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The fourth was an ann⁰⁰,,ꝑ collection after a cha- 
rity ſermon to be preached on the occaſion. The 
firſt of theſe was preached at Pinner's-hall on the 
20th of October 1713, the day of the coronation of 
his majeſty King George I. The revercud Mr. 
Matthew Clark preached the ſermon, and twenty 
eight pounds fourteen ſhillings was collected- 
The annual diſcourſe has been uninterruptedly 
preached and the following ſermon was delivered 


this year on the occaſion. 


The managers have ſucceſſively paid the moſt 
conſcientious attention to the original deſign, and 
by an unwearied aſhduity, a great generoſity 
and a wiſe frugality have been able to give the ſub- 


ſcribers the following pleaſing ſtate of their ſchool. 


There have been put out apprentices - 339 
Diſcharged and otherwiſe provided for 453 


There are now in the ſchool — * 48 
Sothatthe whole number educated, including 
thoſe now in the ſchool, is - 840 


The redemption of twelve hundred boys in a 
century from ignorance and vice, the rendering of 
even half the number uſeful members of ſociety, 


the adminiſtering of conſolation to ſo many poor 


parents, the enabling of the children to read the 
holy ſcriptures, and to underſtand the principles of 
religion 


= = 
religion are noble ations, and whether it be not 
worth while to perform them let all the world 
judge. Frupality is the natural ſupport of libera- 
lity, and a little attention to ths plain maxim 
would enable many to ſubicrive to charities of 
this kind, who at preſent do not. 


* Subſcriptions are taken in by Henry Keene, Efa, 
Walworth, Treaſurer. 
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MaTTHEW xxv. 36. 
I b naked, and ye cluthed me. 


BRETURENF, 
HE apoſtle Paul gave a very juſt and beauti- 


ful notion of chriſtianity, and of the primi- 


tive manner of propegating it, „hen he ſaid, I ſpeak r Cor. x, 


as to wiſe men, judge ye whet 1 ſay. 


Chriſtianity, or that religion, which Chriſt taught, 
does not conſiſt of the probable conjectures of at- 
tentive men exerc:{ing their reaſon: but it is a ſtate 


of facts revealed by the ſupreme buirg, and ſpoken 


or written to mankind by perſons, whole credentials 
atteſted heyond all reaſonable doubt the divinity of 
their miſhon. I /peak to wite men, 


This religion is laid at the foot of all mankind, 
and the apoitle requeſts an examination of it, judge 
ye chat I ſay, ſce it there be any thing contained in it 


Is. 


injurious to the known perfections of God, or to tha 


allowed rights of his creatures. It there be, I agree 
you ſhould reject it; if not, I require you to admit 
aud obey It, * | Agree- 


Col. 1. 15. 


2. Cor. vi. 
1. 


443 

Agrecably to this primitive notion of religion, 
we are going to day to examine that argument fo 
the religion of Jeſus, which is taken from the pr.- 
NEVOLENCE of it, and we ſhall endeavour to con- 
vince you, that the goſpel is highly fitted to re- 
lieve the milcrics of man ind, and to procure their 
fclicity. We are natural'y led into this train of 
thought by ſering theſe charity children, the ſchoo! 
is a precious monument of the picty and humanity 
of our anceſtors, erected in the ſpirit of him, who 
ſaid, I was naked aud ye clothed me. 


Our Lord propoſes to our view in this diſcourſe 
three principal objeds. Firſt, the infirmities and 
miſeries of men; they are expoied to bzger, thir/?, 
nakedneſs, ſickneſs, imprijeameni, and io on. Next, 
his own real character; he is a man (we glory in 
it) he is the belt of men, /e firft bers of every crea- 
ture, and his good heart commilcrates the diſtreſſes 
of all his fellow. creatures; he makes their caſe his 
own, it was I who was hungry, and thirity, and naked, 
and ye miniſtred unto ue. Laſtly, he deſcribes the 
principles and practices of his real diſciples; as if he 
had ſaid, a ſucceſſion of my followers will adopt my 
principles, enter into my views, imitate my example, 
become workers t,7e:he7 with me, and for my ſake 
will adminiſter conſolation to the miſerable, and to 
them I ſhall in ſome future period ſay, I was naked 


and ye clothed mc, 
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To this future period the whole ſubject leads, to 
that day, whea the Son of man ſball come in his glory, 
gather all nations before bin, ſeperate them ene from 
another, admit ihe rientcor's 7ats life eternal, and fend 
the vicked aw y into coerleyje ng puniſhment, In view 
of this great day let us attend to the {ubject before 
us. Happy indeed could we reahze the cvent, and 
act as if the time were at hand! O God! thou, who 
wilt Jude the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt according 
to the goſpel, aſſiſt us by thy good ſpirit to perform 
this ſervice acceptably to thee! _ 


In order to enter thoroughly into the deſign of our 
bleſſed maſter, let us make mankind paſs before us 


in far different views, agreeably to the four popu- 


lar meanings of the word ae, and let us delibe— 
rately inquire what the goſpel, if we gave it its 
way, would operate in behalf of each claſs. 


I. Let us conſider our ſpecies coming out of the 
hands of the creator, multiplying into a tribe, and 
ſpreading themſclves over a ſuppoſed diſtrict, a herd 
of naked uncultivated ſavages. I beg pardon for 
feaking of literal nakedneſs in this aſſembly: bur, 
permit me to remind you, gentlemen, cvery hiſ- 
torian of mankind, your own not excepted, isobliged 
to begin here. Oar nuion is well educated, we have 

B 2 had 


Rom. ;. 
3155 


ES 


had noble tutors in every art and ſcience, and 
Britons, hyghly poliſhed already, are yet improving: 
but the Hate, which I am deſcribing, was that of 
your anceſtors in the days of Jeſus Chriſt, 


cannot help Iamer.t no here (by the way) the 
gencral dilly genuiiidnrs of controverſy, particu- 
lar «„ oi thut, nich concerns the d OL man. 
We ſdiſpute tor ever, and we 12070 to ſettle the point 
in dc bag by defining our terns. Dignity of mers 
is a vagur expreiion. Is it ar to affirm that of 
a Hoiucntot, which is truc only of a Briton ? 
Alas! what is the dignity of a thouſand ſunburnt 
animals, wangering for a ſcanty ſuſtenance over 
ten thouſand acres of deſert, wild and uncultivated 
as the wWilderneſs ittelf ! Their bodies are all un- 
clothed, their appetites all ungoverned, their 
minds all unprincipled, thei: immortality doubted 
or un::novn. Their lands lie all untilled, their 
mines unwrought, their animals undiſciplined, all 
the powers of nature are uncmployed, not a fire 
burns, nor a river runs, nor a breata of air works 
for theſe vagabond lords. Strangers to every art, 
except that of ſlaughter, unacquainted with every 
ſcience, except that of feaſting on the entrails of 
their foes, and carouſing with the blood of the 
laſt Nain in the ſcull of the firſt, they go on Hom 
age to age, like other animals crawling into exiſ- 
tence, lice them ſuffering hunger and hardſhips, 
incou- 
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5 
inconveniences of con itim and in- lemeneics of 
ſeaſon, and like them fickcaing, ſtruggling. dying. 
and ſinking into obl vion beneath the ſhade of a 


buſh or in the den of a beaſt. 


Suppoſe ſome ſuperior being. poſſeſſed of per- 
fect wiſlom and gehcrous communicative ſenti- 
meats, deſcending from heaven to earth to refide 
a while among this abandoned race; Suppoſe this 
being Jeſus Chriſt, hw think ye ? would not his 
own principles and feclings Icad him to civilize 
them? My ſuppoſition is a fact. jeins opened 
his generous ſoul to twelve firſt, then to ſeventy, 


and laſt to innumerable multitudes. They all drank 


into his ſpirit, as many as <were alle went forth, and 
preached every where, to the wiſe and lo the unwije; 
to them there was neither Jet nor Greek, bond nor 
free, male nor female; Rom-ms, Barbarians, and 
Seythians were all one to them in Chriſt Jeſus, and, 
had their influence been equal to their wiſhcs, they 
would have perſuaded every Kue in heaven and earth 
to bow, and every tongue to confeſs that Feſus Chrijt 
was Lord 10 the glory cf God the Father, 


All this proceeded from their principles. A 
ſavage riſes in value along with the evidences of 
his immortality, The doctrine, that dooms him 
to everlaſting woe, renders him a greater object of 
pity than ever to thoſe, who believe it. The 

poſſibility 


1 Cor. xii, 
12. 
Mail Ri. 
20. 


Rom. 1. 14+ 
Gal. 111. 23. 


Phil. ii. 
10, 11. 


f 
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B 
poſũbility of recovering him to the image of God 
fires the breaſt of him, who admits it. The love, 
that Chriſt expreiled by living and dying for all, 
conſtrains cach one to live, and labour, and die for 
another. The ſerenity of a Chriſtian mind, and 
the peace of a converted boſom: powerfully and 
perpetuaily preach, Cd fo loved us, wwe ovght alſo 
4% love cue git The principles of chriſtianity 
itſelf, then, are the nobleſt principles of civi— 


Azation. 


It may be aſkxcd, perhaps, what can mere princi- 
ples, even their, what can they effect without 
civil power? Muſt not the magiſtrate accompany 
the miſſionary, or, if the preacher can do ſomething, 
cannot the prince enable him to do more? To this 
we anſwer, we reſpect magiſtracy, and, in all civil 
affairs, in caſes that affect life, liberty, and pro- 
perty, we allow the utility and neceſſity of civil 
government: but in this caſe of religion and con- 
ſcicnce there is nothing for the magiſtrate to do. 
We want to reform the lite of a ſavage by ſancti- 
fying his heart, and to ſanctify his heart by fixing 
piinciples in his mind; now nothing is neceſſuy to 
form principles in the mind except evidence, and 
chriitanity is ſo amply ſupplied with means of ob- 
raining evidence, that it neither rcquircs nor nceds 
exterior aid We have demon ſtrations ariſing from 
all parts, from prophecies and miracles, from the 

| goodneſt 
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poodnels of the doctrine, and the lives of the 


founders, Fvery chriit;on carries evidence along. 


with him. The ſpirit ot jcius inhabits every good 
man, weeps in his cye, ſmiles in his features, cx— 


pands in his hand, and fpears, in a thonfen! a 


nificant actions of bencſicenge, a language, that 
every Barbarian underſtands. A ſavage thus taught 
would ſoon perform acts of picty to Goc, and be— 
nevolence to his fell creatures; WY a whole 
tribe, going into this divine ſyſtem of relivion, 
would naturally become induſtrious, temperate, 
chaſte, punctual, faithful, and focial; this holy 
leaven would produce periona! excellencies, ioctal 
dutics, the trade virtues of a merchant, the cool 
equity of a judge, and the liberal fentiments of a 
ſenator; in a word, it would produce in time a 
civil conſtitution truly Britiſh, a conſtitution in 
which the happineſs of the people would be the ſu— 
preme law. 


It will be objected, chriſtianity poſſeſſes no other 
advantage on this article than paganiſm had. 
Cæſars and Alexanders civilized mankind. Alas! 
what civilizers were they! Their privits had no- 
thing to teach, and, for their dn parts, they but- 
chercd ninety of each hundred for the bent of the 
ſurviving ten. Reformed chriſtianity triumphs 
oven pagmiſin and popery too on this head. The 


pap at 
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papa! community adopts the bloody methods cf 
pagan government, applies them to religion and 
ad · ls the ſenſeleſs ſuperſtitions of modern apoſtates, 
ſo that nothing is more common in the journals of 
their miſſionaries than ſavages converted without 
light in the mind, or ſanctity in the heart. Turn 
the heathen into a hypocrite, and the work is done. 
But ye, brethren, have not ſo learned Chrift. Ye 
Joy the nakedneſs of a land: but it is to cultivate and 
improve it. Into your ſentiments, which are thoſe 
of the twenty fiſth of Matthew, multitudes have in 
all ages gone, and this ſchool, founded by your 
ancetors, publiſhed to the whole world, that, they 
apprehended, their religion taught them to huma- 
nize mankind, or, :o ule the language of the text, 
to clothe the naked image of the Son of God. 


FH. Let us conſider men in a ſecond point of 
light, as creatures in a ſtate of diftrceſs. People in 
trouble lay aſide ornaments, and hence one ſenſe of 
the word naked, I will rail and bowl, I will go ſtript 
end naked, that is to ſay, being in difireſs I will lay 
aſide uſual 6142mets, I will appear in public un- 
drefled, comparatively naked. Hence the prophet 
ſavs, ip ye, make ye bare, tremble, be troubled, 
lavzent fer tus pleaſant fields, and ſo on. 


Who 
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"ho can count the miſcries of mankind ? Here 
Nts one frozen with poverty, there les another 
pining under ficke, a third is foured with ditape 
pointments in all his purſuits, a fourth is unnappy 
in his connections, a fifth is finking under the 
weight of age and inſirmities, and uttering theic la- 
mentable complaints, “ Alas! how inifcrable an 
* old age is mine! I took ſome hceedleis ſteps in 
my youth, my mind was blind, my heart de- 
praved. I haveendeavoured all my lite ſince to 
avid myſelf, aud to flee from the miſery of re- 


C + 
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& fection. A vhile I ſucceeded, buſineſs and 


& amuſcments icrved to concealtlic horrid void: but 


now Lam awake toreflection, all the powers of my 
mind ſeen dead except that of recollection, my 
memory alone lives, and lives only to haunt and 
© torment me. I cannot recall the paſt, I dare not 
« face the future, annihilati- n ſhocks me, and 
immortal miſery is even more frigniful than 
that! I know I am rational 2nd under a law : 
but if there be a law there is a judge, if there be 
a judge there are rewards, to which I have no 
claim, and puniſhments, wich I know I ought 
©& to ſuffer. Would I were innocent, or would I 
had never been!” 


£c 
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In this condition man becomes indiff-rent to 
every thing. Take Abſalom from David, take 
from Kachel her children, and life itſelf has no 


C Charms 


2 Fam; 
X\1i1!, 

Jer. xxxl; 
13 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Ihn X 


im. i. 


un Xx. 10. 


Ke iv. 


, 


5 

charms for them. Put a {eve of fin and an appre- 
henfion of wrath into the buicm, let confeience 
boldly do its office in che dec! ne of a mifiecnt life, 


9% &d ws 


and lo! the lord of the Fregtion firings bimſelf of 
ornaments, 8 ninitelf in facic Loh, 2nd rolls 
himſelf in the Quit. Bu 1{ncls is a burthen, and a 
party ior plc: farce is in his account a company run 
mad. In vain he retires, and travels out of one 
£rcat room into another, his fon 's þ ;ptuel, bis 
cerornd ircruble, he hates to live, and he dares not dis, 
Whit an objicct, what a pitiable object, my bre- 
thren, is this old man 


Will the Saviour of the world condeſcend to 
ſpcak to this miſcrable wretch ? 3 his goſpel 
is his voice, the voice of a 9cod fher herd ſounding. 
through all the wilderneſs, and — the ear of 
this loſt ſheep. Chriſtians, reflect a moment, you 
have made the trial. Have you forgot the day, when 
eil trembling an ! afraid you followed the call, and 
found yourlclves at the foot of the throne of grace. 
7 here he ſat, the father and the friend, thence he 
reached his tender arms of mercy, and, with a voic 


fare er iten teu and the bency conv, ſaid, I am 


come to bring % cf in mortality to lit by tle 


ge came tat ye nicht e dle Je ſpirit of 


e Trd fent me 26 bent i © eu, it, to preach 
Geliycrance to the captives, and recnvering of fiobt ts 
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the Blind, to ſet at lilerly tlem las are bruiſed, 10 
preach the ecc:ftoble vcar e. ord, Come mow let 
us reaſon tegetſer, thurrh your fins be os ſcarlet, they 


ſhall be white os fnow. Take my v3/'e uhoi you, aud 
Je ſhal find riff unto your fouls, Ta ſhort, the whole 


goipcl may be called a ſcheme of conſolation ior 
the miſerable, and to provide for the propagation of 
it, and fo for the conſoling of the wretched, is in 
a noble ſenſe to prepare c. 18 for the raked. 


III. Let us hear what the goſpel ſays to a third 
ſort of naked deſtitute creatures, I mean the <wicked, 
who rob, riot, and blaſpheme, and commit all the 
crimes in their power. The ſeripturc often ſpeaks 
of righteouſneſs under the notion of cανιινα; and 
the wicked are ſaid to make he frame o 107 udea- 
els @ Pear. 


Ilow horrid is the ſtate of a profane ſinner! In 
ev oy light ſuch a man is an object of juſt abhor- 
rence: bur there is one deſcription of fin, which is 
ee terrible. 
of (Oo), 


call fin deicide, and they rcafon thus: Every 


It is an attack on the ee 
Our old aivines, Charnock particularly, 


nnner goes according to 155 appreliended interuſt 
t ſeems the intereſt of 2 ſinner to have no judge 
r God be naturally a juiige it ſcems his intereſt to 
lnare no God—the finncr therefore wiſhes there 
„tre pone. Thisdreadſul notion is too well founded. 
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perately wicked, Search and fee, and be confounded 
at the fight. Liverrine, didſt thou never v.. 
there vere no law to preferibe rules for i con- 
duct, no upliſted arm to pun'ſu thy vioiutions of 
the lav'? Al.! when thu waſt all un flemed wih 
P«ilion, and bent on the perpetration of vice, what 
if a with could have peizornicd the numelets deed ! 

We ſomet:mes ſec in tweſe men violent confi. cs 
between icaſon and pai: n, conicic: ce and inci Ha- 
tion. Tacli reſeinbles the man. <hb a. bs N - 
ig og ihe um . tis wild fancy makes lam 
cUmb an eniinence, uherce his icer precipitates 
Em heedlorg dow; the ragged ſtones Cui ll im as he 
falle, and he ſure ks wii auguiſh, ye! cryirg and 
raging with fin art an pain, he climbs end tumbles, 
tumbics and Clin bs again. 


„ crable foul! Ca-, rw rm no men feckoth al- 
trl is the b wfe incor I? is there he, pier iy. 
ca, allo {iaitrg mig ens? Althorgh 4 
Hy Keers rave {rrp fea „ end ek ihe. nt, and 
God hath cor e thre ut tbeareund rf 1 © wel one 
fer it; ma:lirrn ef ries nw, yet bear the ſub- 
ſtaucc ot whit the goſpel ſys to thee 


Man in this ſtate is an obic of juſlice, yet he is 
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ment. Bohold! Jeſus Chriſt comes, and claims a 
right over this criminal. But what a right! a right 
to relicve bim, a right of redemption. He pro- 
duces authority from the Father, ſhews ability in 
h.miclr ſupports the unworthy wretch by his pro- 
Vid. nc, addreiies him in his word, diſtovlves his 
hald heart by his ſpirit, 1ets hell before him to a— 
wake luis ſcar, opens the gates ot heaven to him to 
K. .uL def, reaions to Coavnce him, expoſtulates 
to melr hin, now lets fire to his conſcience, then 
col his heart, and calms his fears, and by one or 
Other of ihvfc mva $ bows his ſoul to the obedience 
oi ith. Chriftianity is the only ſyſtem of religion, 
H. ch pro des at Guce fur the majeſty of God, and 
t. ai. eres of men. 


One cannot help remarking here the illogical 
turn of iadels. Do we preach the pure morality 
of tlic goipel? That, ſay they, is our objection 
againſt it. It is a rel gion 709 holy, a ſyſtem too 
ſublin for frail imperfect men. We admire the 
rmoial ty of the goſpel: but it is not practicable, 
therc let it ig not divine. Do we preach pardon 
to the gv, mercy io the milerable, do we ſay 
All ma uit f Fn £194 i phewy i te forgiven unto 
men? int, ley ttc, is Hur whjcttion againſt your 
goſpc', it ehcourag's herimum. Vain pretences! 
Is it waccd dilicult te d:iflinguifa the finner from 


ts 


31. 


James v. 
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11s fins, the body of the patient from the diſcaſe 
that infects it? Origen ſome where mentions and re- 
iutes this fophiſm by obſcriing, that Chriil is not 
the patron of libertiniſin alli uh be pitics the li- 
bertine. He viſited this world as a wile tutor viſits 
ignorant pupils, as the benevolent viſit the poor, as 
hy ſicians viſit their patients. True, he came to 
Cv ing, ignorant, abandoned finners: bat he came 
to impart eternal health, divine wiſdom, immortal 
liſe. When we imitate him, and convert @ wicked 
mam fi m the crrer of {is way, we, & foul from 
decih, clothe a ſhameful naked wretch, and hide a 


enit!1;1ude of fins. 


v. Let us advert a few minutes to a fourth claſs 
rtr our fellow. creatures, to thoſe who arc inno- 
cent! naked, and let us ſce what the goſpel ſays 
concerning them. How many baif clad fatherleſs 
children, how many deſtitute widows arc ncceſſarily 
or carcleſly left in the crowd to make their way 
through fraud and oppreion, through penury and 
contomprt, as well as they can! Of all ſuch Jeſus 
Catiſt becomes the avowed advocate, calls himſelf 
eir brother, and in this Chapter pleads their cauſe. 
Wie bleſs God, he has not pleaded in vain. Thous 
and of the hungry have buen fei, and ten thou- 
ns of the nahed clothed in virtue of this plca. 
I al ages many have felt the force of my 
tent, and, convinced that the naked arc allied to 


Choi 


| 


ſcaſe 
d re- 
S nor 
1c li- 
v:lits 
or, as 
nc to 
Came 
ortal 
ed 
from 
de a 


| claſs 
inno- 
| icys 
cricis 
Tarily 

way 


y and 


Feivs 


mſcif 
— 

Aue. 

*hous 


thou- 

plea. 
my 
cd to 
.hcoſ 


(08.3 

Chriſt by ſympathy, the ſtrorgeſt bond, have for- 
warccd his great deſign. He ſaid but a word, 7;:- 
aſmuch as ye clothe tiy naked BREHrREN, ve clothe 
ME, and lo! that once word became through ſucceſ- 
five :ges meat and drink, clothing and comfort to 
multitudes, a royal foundation amply endowed 167 
the widow and the orphan. So your ancceitors un- 
derſtood it. 


We come to the occaſion of the preſent meeting. 
and we take plcaſure in preſenting to you the 0:4 
puritanical ſenſe of the text in fifty poor boys, 
formed into a ſchool in the latter end of the rei: 
of Queen Ann, then educated and clad by your pa- 


rents, and now conſigned to you. 


Your anceſtors, Gentlemen, the old Puritans, 
whoſe ſucceſiors have been fince called noncontur- 
miſts, and of late days proteſtant diſſenters, were a 
noble race of men. I am ſorry to ſay, few of vovr 
hiſtorians have done them juſtice, the mo? have 
written partially, Theſe venal ſcriblers may be 
put into two claſſes, the firſt wilfully drop, or carc- 
leſly loſe them: the laſt miſrepreſent and reproect 
them. We aſk, What evil have they dene? Werte 
they ignorant and illiterate? Neither. Read thel⸗ 
voluminous works and ſce. He muſt have a bold 
front, who dare charge them with want of literature. 
If they were equal to their contemporaries, Juitice i; 
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1 
their due, if they excelled them, they have a right 
to honour. Had they fallen ſao or cthers, they 
had been objects of pity : but where would have been 
the crime? Were they enemies to picty? Alas! their 
zealous attachment to this was their fin, and procured 
from their adverſar es the nickname, puritan. Were 
they prone to ſedition? .. Scdition! ... Why, 
they of all men had the beſt not ions of civil govern- 
ment, and yielded an uniform obedence to it. 
Whence then the partial treatment, of which we 
complain? . .. My brethren, theſe men were 
ſtern aſſertors of the civil and religious rights of 


mankind, they entered into the genius of the pre- 


ſent Britiſh civil conſtitution (the crvit coxnsTiTU- 
10 I fay.) before it was brought to its preſent ma- 
turity, and along with that their hiſtory is incorpo» 
rated. When our former princes ſtrove to render 
themſelves deſpotical, they declared againſt the 
tyranny, openly avowed that arbitrary government 
was unconſtitutional, and that for their parts they 


would be free. The will of Ged revealed in ſerip- 


ture, was their religion, and the nation*s hanpineſs 
their civil law. From this line they never Cepart- 
ed, no not all the time the race of Stuart intrigued, 
plundered and flew. This ſchool was one of their 
lateſt efforts, and for this they were ſtrugling when 
the laſt ſpark of that dirctul houſe went out. 


Let 


1 

Let it not ſhock vou that they were perſecuted. 
Men, who diſtinguiſh between a conſtitution and 
the guardians and adm:niſtrators of it, who adhere 
to the firſt, which never varics, and are ſubject to 
the laſt, who often change, ſuch men, being in— 
convertible, are ſometimes in faſhion and at 
other times antique. When the conſtitution 
flouriſhes they are in reputation, when that decays 
they ſink along with it into honourable neglect ur 
diſgrace, and this is the caſe of all, even xogLE 
FAMILIES, Who are firm to the conititution. 


When this ſchool was founded, attempts were 
making to deprive the difienters of the natural right 
of educating their own children. It was their glory 
not to ſubmit to ſuch a deſpicable flavery. It was 
matter of conſcience, they therciore digeſted their 
plan, and determined to purtue it as uſual zhrowoh 
evil ripert, when lo! the good providence of God 
prevented their fears, diſſipated the darlkne!s of 
the times, and by the acceſſion of the preſent royal 
family (whom God preicrve!) enabled this fohool 
to make their firſt publics appearance in J'ingers's 
Hail on the joyful! day or the coronation of his 


majeſty King Georg: ine firſt. So Crulbr, in his 


Hijtory of t.e Beptiſl, tells us. 


I think, it would be an affront to attempt to pet - 
ſuade this congregation to preſerve this noble 


monument of the piety of their dadeſtors from fall- 
np into tuins. This city, all -b. vorld knows, 
| 10 2 
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3s the ſeat of benevolence. Hither the diſtreſſed 
from all parts repair, and here they find liberal 
relief. This is the throne of commerce, a mine | 
of incxhauſted wealth, the ſcat of politeneſs and | 
humanity, and in religious matters, I ſpeak it to 
your praile, you act on enlarged principles, ſuch as 

become Britons and chriſtians. 


Firſt, You conſider, I know, what this ſchool 
colt your anceſtors. It is a valuable portion of 
domeſtic k liberty, which they 7cc# at the peril of 

8 their lives ut of the hand of the Amcrite with their | 
Iv. 22. ſword and with their bow. | 


Next, You recollect, too, how comparatively 
eaſy it is to you to ſupport it. You are freed from 
expenſive fines, impriſonments, and perſecutions, 
by which the property of the old noncontormiſts 
was waited, Your trades have flouriſhed, ſome of 
you have acquired fortunes, and others are in the 
way of doing ſo. You have mercies without end, 
and, if all be not exactly as you with, yet you are 
conſtitutionaily right, and a 1tound conſtitution, 
give it time, will ſtruggle and purify itſelf. 


þ | Laſtly, you often contemplate a future ſtate, and, 
| beſide all the pleaſures you enjoy in doing good on 
earth, you ſce, at no great diſtance, that happy 
world to which you go, and in which Chriſt che 
judge will applaud your liberality. 


—— — : 


With 
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With the higheſt ſatisfaction, chriſtians, permit 
me to ſay, with the higheſt pleaſure do my eyes 
ſurvey this aſſembly. I rejoice in your health, 
proſperity, and proſpects. Long may you, and 
your families live happy in poſſeſſion of every thing 
that conſtitutes human felicity! May God hear 
our prayers for you! , , . . . But after all, after 
you have gone through all the buſineſs of life, and 
taſted all the pleaſures of living, the day will come, 
and you muſt die.. . . Great God! Me- 
thinks it is come. Now what can con- 
ſtitute your happineſs? Conccive, if you can, a 
happineſs more refined than that mentioned in 
this chapter. Dead to this world, the diſciple of 
Chriſt, in his dying agonies, looks into that, to 
which he approaches—lſees the Son of man fitting 
on the throne of his glory—beholds all nations 
gathered before him—believes himſelf ſet on the 
right hand of the judge—diſcovers theſe poor chil- 
dren, freed by his generofity from ignorance vice 
and miſery, in the happy fociety—hears theſe 
tranſporting words from the mouth of the judge, 
Come thou bleſſed of my Father* inherit the kinzdom— 
1 was naked and you clothed me—Tnaſmuch as you 
have aone it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, 
you have done it unto me. Thus may cach of you 
aſcend to God to render him glorv and honour for 
ever and ever! Amen, 
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